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Political Spectrum Assignment

· Anti Gun Control

· “…the Institute for Legislative Action (ILA) is the “lobbying” arm of the National Rifle Association of America. ILA is committed to preserving the right of all law-abiding individuals to purchase, possess and use firearms for legitimate purposes as guaranteed by the Second Amendment to the U.S. Constitution.” http://www.nraila.org/About/
· I agree with this purpose of this statement.  I think that all law abiding citizens should be able to exercise their second amendment right to own a gun.

· “This bill, cosponsored by Reps. John Dingell (D-Mich.), Carolyn McCarthy (D-N.Y.) and others, would improve availability of criminal history and other records for conducting background checks on firearm buyers.” http://www.nraila.org/Issues/FactSheets/Read.aspx?id=197
· I agree that all gun owners should undergo thorough background checks.  However those who check out should be able to exercise their rights.

· Pro-Life 
· “Both houses of Congress have passed bills to protect the rights of parents to be notified before an abortion is performed on a minor daughter” http://www.nrlc.org/federal/ccpa/DemsBlockProgress.html
· I agree that parents should be notified before an abortion is performed on a minor daughter.  I believe that many teens would make bad decisions out of fear of what might happen if the pregnancy is discovered, and that parents should be involved in all such decisions.

· “Nevertheless, in 2003 Congress approved and President Bush signed a national law, the Partial-Birth Abortion Ban Act. When he signed the ban, the President called partial-birth abortion "a terrible form of violence [that] has been directed against children who are inches from birth." He spoke the literal truth.” http://www.nrlc.org/press_releases_new/Release022106.html
· I agree that partial-birth abortions are wrong and inhumane.  I believe that all abortions should be made illegal and that partial-birth abortion is only the worst kind of abortion. I believe that President Bush is 100% correct.

· Pro-Death Penalty

· “The death penalty is a warning, just like a lighthouse throwing its beams out to sea. We hear about shipwrecks, but we do not hear about the ships the lighthouse guides safely on their way. We do not have proof of the number of ships it saves, but we do not tear the lighthouse down.” - poet Hyman Barshay http://www.prodeathpenalty.com/Resources.htm
· I agree with this statement.  We can never truly know how many innocent lives are saved but we must trust that it is an effective deterrent to crime and find statistics to support it.
· “A society that sentences killers to nothing worse than prison -- no matter how depraved the killing or how innocent the victim -- is a society that doesn't *really* think murder is so terrible.” – Jeff Jacoby http://www.prodeathpenalty.com/articles.htm
· I agree that we must not feel bad about putting murderers to death.  They took the life of an innocent human being and they should have to suffer the same fate.
· Anti-Flag Burning
“Proposed Anti-Flag Burning Amendment
· The Congress and the States shall have Power to Prohibit the Physical Desecration of the Flag of the United States.” http://www.law.umkc.edu/faculty/projects/ftrials/conlaw/obrien.html
· I agree that the burning of the American Flag should not be permitted.  It is a symbol of the many freedoms we enjoy and we should have the power in this case to stop an extremely disrespectful act.
· ” By the 1965 Amendment, Congress added to § 12 (b)(3) of the 1948 Act the provision here at issue, subjecting to criminal liability not only one who "forges, alters, or in any manner changes" but also one who "knowingly destroys, [or] knowingly mutilates" a certificate.” http://www.law.umkc.edu/faculty/projects/ftrials/conlaw/obrien.html
· I think that it is wrong to burn a draft card.  It is a duty of all citizens to be available for military service.
· Social Security

· “Social Security is sound for today's seniors and for those nearing retirement, but it needs to be fixed for younger workers - our children and grandchildren.” http://www.gop.com/Issues/SocialSecurity/
· I agree that social security will become a problem.  There are simply not enough workers to support those who will soon be retiring and we must act fast to solve this problem. 
· “If we do not act to fix Social Security now, the only solutions will be dramatically higher taxes, massive new borrowing or sudden and severe cuts in Social Security benefits or other government programs.” http://www.gop.com/Issues/SocialSecurity/
· I think the time is now to reform social security.  Just because it has not yet become a huge issue does not mean it won’t be in the near future.
· Welfare Reform
· “The old welfare system seduced millions of people into poverty by offering assistance on the condition that they didn’t work or didn’t get married, and had children anyway,” Sen. Talent http://talent.senate.gov/News/singleNews.cfm?NewsID=1769
· I agree that welfare is headed in the right direction.  The goal of welfare should be to get people off it, not give them incentives to stay on.
· “The new system measures success by how many people achieve independence through work or never go on welfare in the first place because they are self-sufficient.”  http://talent.senate.gov/News/singleNews.cfm?NewsID=1769
· Once again I believe that welfare’s success can be measured by how little it is used.   We need to encourage self-sufficiency in as many ways as possible.
· Education/NCLB - http://www.pbs.org/now/society/nclb.html
· "Nobody can argue against No Child Left Behind, because how can you say that you should leave some children behind? But it is also nuts to say that it is possible to bring everybody to the same level. You can say that your goal is to have everyone run a mile in under five minutes, but do you really believe that it can be accomplished? I don't." 

· I agree that it is not possible to bring everyone to the same level.  While we should put much effort into education, we should not always hold schools responsible if goals aren’t reached.

· "Under No Child Left Behind, states and school districts have unprecedented flexibility in how they use federal education funds, in exchange for greater accountability for results."
· I agree that it creates more accountability and regard for good results.  However, in some cases it is just not possible to achieve good results and schools should not be punished.

· Prisons - http://www.strengthtech.com/correct/laws/federal/luxurypr.htm
· “Under my amendment, federal prisons would be required to provide "the least amount of amenities and personal comforts consistent with Constitutional requirements and good order and discipline in the Federal prison system."”
· I agree that prisons should not contain any such amenities.  The criminals are in there to serve a punishment and it should not be a pleasant experience.
· “I am not advocating a wholesale return to life on the chain gang, where circling a prison yard constituted recreation and a rock pile represented work. But, at a time when many Americans's are struggling to make ends meet and Congress is struggling to reduce federal spending, we should not be spending public money to pamper those who neither respect nor obey our laws.”
· I agree that at this time we have much wiser ways to spend our money.  We should not be putting money into luxuries for those who do not obey laws.
