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School Shooting Epidemic


The most terrifying school shooting in our nations history occurred on April 20th, 1999.  The halls of Columbine High School in Colorado were filled with the sound of gunfire and shrieks of terror.  That morning,  Dylan Klebold and Eric Harris came to school wielding guns and shot eleven students and one teacher dead before claiming their own lives.  “The List” documents high profile school shootings that occurred before the Columbine massacre, often describing the harsh treatment that the shooters endured before their outbursts.  It then goes into great detail in the article entitled “Columbine”,  describing the personal habits of the two shooters before they killings, the way in which they executed their plans, and other influences that could have led to their behavior.  Columbine was an eye opener, but have we necessarily taken the right steps to ensure the safety of students?

It is almost unfathomable that someone could be possessed to claim another’s life, let alone the life of many of there classmates.  However, in all the cases listed in “The List”, the students were pushed over the edge and did just that.  The story described in “Columbine” is all the more shocking and harder to digest.  There was warning given to local authorities that something might happen, as the two attackers sent an e-mail stating, “that their revenge against those who ridiculed them had been accomplished” (Columbine 1).  No action was taken and the result was a bloody massacre at Columbine High School.  It is hard to imagine the fear that the students felt as they were cornered in the library and the boys opened fire, or how the survivors dealt with the trauma of watching their classmates be murdered before their eyes.  The amount of emotions that resulted from this horrific act are hard to imagine.
