Vocabulary – The Vendetta
Vendetta (n) - prolonged feud: a prolonged bitter feud or quarrel

Serge (n) - strong cloth: a strong cloth, usually made of wool, used especially to make coats, jackets, and pants

Congeal (v) - become or make liquid thick: to become thick and solid, or cause a liquid to thicken and solidify

Breeches (n) - knee-length pants: pants with legs that come down to the knee

Monotonous (adj) - uttered in unvaried tone: uttered or performed in one unvaried tone

Rend (v) - tear something apart: to pull something apart violently, or be pulled apart violently

Writhe (v) - twist or squirm: to make violent twisting and rolling movements with the body, especially as a result of severe pain

Quiz – The Vendetta
1. Who did the old woman live with?
2. What did the woman put around the neck of the dummy?

3. What did the woman do (take) before carrying out her plan?

4. What was she able to do after killing Nicolas?

VOCAB 

Define the following words or provide a synonym

Vendetta -
Serge -
Congeal -
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Monotonous -
Quiz – The Vendetta
1. Who did the old woman live with?

Her son (Antoine) and his dog

2. What did the woman put around the neck of the dummy?

Black pudding (also accept pork, sausage)

3. What did the woman do (take) before carrying out her plan?

She went to church and took communion

4. What was she able to do after killing Nicolas?

She slept well for the first time in months.

VOCAB 

Define the following words or provide a synonym

Vendetta (n) - prolonged feud
Serge (n) - strong cloth
Congeal (v) - become or make liquid thick
Breeches (n) - knee-length pants
Monotonous (adj) - uttered in unvaried tone 

Lesson Plan

A) Discussion on Corsican blood feud (15-20 minutes)
i. Provide information on the Island Corsica

1. politically a part of France
2. Strong ties with Italy and Sicily culturally 

3. Island located in the Mediterranean Sea

4. Twice held by the British during the French Revolution 

5. Occupied by Germans and Italians during World War II

6. Many mountains and streams

ii. Provide information on vendettas

1. Also known as blood feuds

2. Feuds between families  that last for a prolonged period of time

3. Mostly gone, but still practiced in remote parts of the Island to this day

B) Discussion of Maupassant (15-20 minutes)

i. Served in the Franco-Prussian wars

1. originals work were about this era

2. portrayed them in a humorous but dark style

ii. later works

1. infected with syphilis

2. slowly going insane

3. attempts suicide and is admitted to mental hospital

4. works reflect more horror and insanity\
C) Discussion of how his life affected his literature

i. Early works dealt with Franco-Prussian war

ii. Later works were even darker, dealing with insanity, suicide and death

iii. The Vendetta was a later work, elements of his life that contributed to it

1. his insanity

2. his service time

3. suicide attempt - violence

D) Vocabulary (10-15 minutes)
i. Write the words on the board and have students copy them down

ii. Provide context within the story

1. “..then, stretching out her wrinkled hand over the body, she swore vendetta against him.”
2. “The young man, lying on his back, clad in his thick serge coat with a hole torn across the front…”
3. “Clots of blood had congealed in his beard and in his hair.”
4. “She had taught the dog to rend and devour it without hiding food in its throat.”
Essay Question

Discuss how elements of Guy de Maupassant’s life affected hit literature.  Use reference to The Vendetta.
