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Period 2

HB-21 – Stem-Cell Research


I stand against HB-21, which will fully legalize and fund stem-cell research.  My disagreement with this bill has firm roots in its wording and definitions, the first being the implementation of full government funding for stem cell research.  In the beginning of the bill it states that this research will be fully funded.  Yet later in the bill it defines limits of $150 million dollars a year for each facility.  The proposed full funding will obviously not take place as costs of research and administrative costs easily exceed that amount.

The bill text also states that a “fertilized human embryo” is allowed to develop until it is producing stem cells.  The cells are then removed which will, and I quote, “kill” the embryo.  Even if that embryo was used as an excess and it’s original purpose was not stem cell research, it still contains the opportunity for life that should be respected and not “killed” for medical research.

However, my main issue with this bill is not ethical, but rather, purely financial. We are putting tax payer money into an uncertain field.  The bill states that many of the benefits are “still unknown”.  Yet we want to commit billions of tax payer dollars into a something that may or may not present benefits.  Am I the only one who doesn’t want my taxed income going up in the air?  I feel that funding for such research should remain purely private.  Think about it – if something is discovered through privately funded research it will become a hot commodity, and will then begin to create profits for those who discovered it.  This profit motive would spur private funding that should provide more money then the limits imposed in this bill.  There is more incentive for new medical research if there is a chance to make a profit.  Tax payer dollars should not be hoarded into medical research that has no certain results when the government already faces large economic challenges.  We can undoubtedly conduct the same amount, and most likely more research through private funding of stem cell research.
