Decisions : Voting

The voting process became more and more involved and important as the semester progressed.  In our class especially, many people were timid and reluctant to voice their opinions as the semester started and votes would be reached without much thought.  However as the semester progressed (most) people became more interested in the issues and started taking their votes to heart. 


Still, however, the votes were not as important as they would be later. Rules committee elections never seemed as serious as they should have. I felt the election of officers such as speaker of the house and floor leaders were more interesting, especially on the republican side.  It was not as exciting as full session voting but was just as interesting.  Being personally involved in the floor leader election I realized what it took to win and did not do a very good job of getting votes.  While my opponent was dealing for votes and campaigning, I was too afraid to bug people.  Unfortunately, that is sometimes what it takes.  Simply being in peoples minds can gets you the votes you need to win.  Also, by promising positions later in the semester, Mr. Murray was able to win the election.  This is surely something that happens outside of our legislative session.


The intensity and seriousness of the votes reached its peak at full session.  The parties were pretty heavily divided and everyone was more-or-less set in their beliefs.  Those who weren’t could be swayed for votes by party lines if they didn’t vote present.  While some issues drifted by, issues such as the legalization of marijuana and prostitution had many up in arms.  One could tell the amount of work that had gone into the bills over the course of the semester as close vote totals were entered.


Obviously, as we became more involved and aware of our positions in the semester, we began to take our votes more seriously.

